VS: What is Meralco's approach?

ASP: We are eager to get into solar, but with an
electrical engineer's eye out for ensuring the

solar installation

the stability and safety of the di

may place other nearby customers at risk. We also

recognize that solar photovaltic (PV) installations

that are synchronized with the grid are dependent
upon quality power delivered by the distribution

everyone is safe and that electric service is not.
compromised or interrupted.

VS: So what is Meralco doing to enlighter
customers?

ASP: We want our customers to have the right
information and enoy notony lower power bils

3. Grid instability and network deterioration. Solar
PV systems, whether Net-Metered or for own-use,
that are connected with the utilty grid must comply
‘with the Philippine Electrical Code, Net-Metering
standards and Philippine Distribution Code to
ensure competily wthth elecrica disbution
network. stalled system is incompatible, it
recomesa public safety hazard that may cause
electrical disruptions, system fluctuations and
power outages not only to the home or building,
but also to the surrounding community. It is
important to et the utility and the cty or municipal
engineerknow that youae nstalling solr panels
in your premises to ensure the safety of both
the public and the distribution system. For Net-
Metering installations, it is a requirement to conduct
a Distribution Impact Study (DIS), and where
applicable, a Distribution Asset Study (DAS), to
evaluate the impact of the proposed solar
y. Through these studies,
iparades are
o e sraition o7t Qmibtion
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well
boness elemcany safe with properly desoned
and insta mind,
Meralco's solar energy education and information
program is all about being safe and smart.

VS: How do you ensure safety?

AR: Although there are solar PV installation
standards mandated by the government, there are
unfortunately no standards on the accreditation of
solar contractors, and equipment standards are
tillbeing developed to date. It is Meralcos primary
consideration to put safety above all else.

4 of linemen and damage to
pliances. A solar installation should have an
ehectronle shat off feature during brownouts
Without this, unregistered solar systems can cause
a power surge that can electrocute linemen and
field personnel working on the electrical lines in

N—

Kilowate capacityto export to 3 distbution utty
xported energy is priced
S g to the blended generation cost for the
month (in May and June 2015, it was P481 and
P4.46/kWh, respectively). The bigger the solar
capacity, the higher the cost of the entire
installation. A customer needs to work with a solar
provider on the cost-benefit trade off and decide
accordingly.

VS: How long before a customer recovers his
investment?

AR: There are manycisims on thefancia benefs
installation. mend

a healthy skepticism, and maybe seek third party
opinion.

Today we see customer bill reductions that range
from 5% to 15%, and these are dependent on @
number of factors. A customer should ask the
supplier for the kWh otput of the solar PV system,
expected performance over varying conditions,
how this output Is sustained over time or the rate
of degradation over the life of the solar panel, and
warranties. Financial payback is also affected by
the performance of the solar PV system, equipment
effencyjdeerorton, expectd malntznance o

their area, as well

the customer’s

and appliances of neighbors and residents of
surrounding premises. Also, the installation of a
Oharnert st ppengeste watniog g
is a must for every solar installation. This is a
requirement to ensure the safe operation and
maintenance not only of the distribution system
but of the solar installation as well.

:orresvendmg WWh rate. e st als consider

e inverter which has shorter warranty periods
and needs to be replaced ahead of the panels.
Solar suppliers must provice customers with these
data along with computations, assumptions,
expected return on investment and payback period
for the entire PV system.

from the power company?

AR: Meralco is proud to say that we have energized
the country's very first Net-Metering participant in
November 2013. To date, Meralco has
interconnected more than 100 customers already
Via Net-Metering with an aggregate capacity of
close to 1,000 kWp, and we assure everyone that
we will continue to enhance our processes to
benefit NM and to support the government's drive
for  sustainable energy future by accommadating
more renewables into the distribution network.

ASP Meralc's efotsto support slarenergy s
driven by Many V. Panilinan's vison o provid

ight future for the Philippines, embra

Sncsctionanl g Wigie] Dbt Sieon
Valley and discussions with high tech companies,
he believes that Meralco should stay ahead of the
cuve on solar and reneviable encray and on point
with customers abreast hnology.

Meralco can help you
learn more about Solar
technology.

Visit
www.meralco.com.ph/solar
for more details.



